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Lewis Rothberg

Professor of Chemistry (and Physics), University of Rochester

My first interactions with Wunshain Fann were in
1989 during his period as a graduate student at Stanford
working on third harmonic generation in polyacetylene
films using the free electron laser. | remain grateful to
Bob Austin and Shahab Etemad, also dear friends of
Fann, who introduced us. At the time, the FEL was
something of an experiment in itself and Fann was the
only student in John Madey’s very large group who was
trying to use it as a tool to do basic science.
Nevertheless, the unique possibilities for nonlinear
spectroscopy made it a compelling source to harness,
however temperamental. Completing both a thesis and a
number of side projects was a testimonial to Fann’s
patience, creativity and dedication. These qualities
served him well through the years as a scientist,
educator and colleague. We worked well as a team and
developed a great fondness for one another. | saw his
great potential as a scientist and helped him to get a
postdoctoral position with Jeff Bokor at Bell
Laboratories where he did extremely difficult
time-resolved photoemission experiments on
well-defined surfaces in ultrahigh vacuum. Since |

worked at Bell Laboratories at the time, we were able to
spend a good amount of time together, both socially and
professionally. Fann was quiet but always curious and
good-natured. | found him very Western in the way that
he used teasing as a way to express more serious
feelings. In this way and others, he always conveyed a
sense of deep affection for me and others even though
he rarely shared his personal feelings explicitly. Fann
and | maintained close contact over the years and | felt
fortunate to be working in the same areas of science
both for the benefit of his insight and for the pleasure of
his company. In a sense, we traveled the world
together —California, New York, Taipei, Venice,
Provence and Montreal to name a few places that come
to mind. | miss Fann but the memories of his wit,
intellect and companionship live on within me.
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Jonathon David White

Professor, Yuan Ze University

First a little background information: In 1997,
my wife had been diagnosed with breast cancer (3rd
stage) and endured operation and chemotherapy at
National Taiwan University Hospital. She was not
expected for more than 2 years. The next year she
became pregnant, while | was working in Xian, China.
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As the pregnancy was dangerous, and we were not
willing to terminate it, she was recommended to return
to Taiwan. Contacting a friend at IAMS about short
term job opportunities, they recommended | contact
Fann Wunshain as he said: Fann cares about and helps
people.

| wrote to Prof Fann. An email soon came back,
stating that although he had no budget to support me, he
would find money somewhere. This was my first contact
with the dear professor and what |1 found to be a
common response from him, “Don't worry, I'll find
money somewhere.”

Arriving in Taiwan, he gave me complete freedom
to work and to spend time with my wife as necessary.
While originally | had thought of working with NSOM,
Prof. Fann suggested that | attempt to set up a confocal
microscope system for single molecule flourescence
spectroscopy of conjugated polymers—a high risk, high
reward experiment. For the next few months | worked
on setting up the microscope while Hsu Jui-Hong
worked on sample preparation. By God's grace my wife
safely delivered a beautiful healthy daughter. |
particularily remember my final night in Taiwan. Fann
and | worked together in the lab taking data on single
short chain DOO-PPV polymers until about 5AM in the
morning. As the piezo system was open loop, | manually
adjusted the voltage to keep the laser focused on a single
molecule while Prof Fann open and closed the shutter!
Prof Fann then rushed me to the airport, briefly stopping
to collect my luggage from the house in Taishan where
my wife and | were staying, for my early morning flight
to Malaysia

Over the next four years, as | worked in Malaysia,
Prof Fann was kind to arrange for financing for me (and
a student) to make a number of trips to Taiwan to allow
me to continue to work under his supervision in
continuing the single molecule investigation of DOO-
and MEH-PPV - including a stay at his house on one
occasion when accomodation was not available. This
allowed me to accompany my wife on her regular cancer
checks — the result of which were always of concern to
the dear professor.

In 2003, | felt God calling me to move my family
to Taiwan. When | arrived in Taiwan | found that
Professor Fann had already found me a temporary
position at IAMS—without my even asking. Asking why,
he only commented that funding and money was uneven:
now | needed his help, maybe later he would need my
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help.  Once | moved to a more stable position at Yuan
Ze University, he kindly continued to allow me to work
with his group. During this time, Prof. Fann started to
struggle anew with cancer having a serious operation
followed by therapy. | was very impressed that despite
his own discomfort and pain, he often asked about my
wife's condition as well as took care of his students--not
wanting to burden others with his problems. My wife
often wondered how a man could possibly endure cancer
treatment on the weekends and go to work as usual on
Monday.

Truely it has been a joy to work with Prof Fann
these nine years. His keen intellect and joy in doing
experiments and research, along with his encouraging
spirit, made the time in the lab and thinking of problems
fun. As a foreigner in Taiwan, I think | can express the
common thought of foreigners who have worked under
his guidence — Prof Fann always treated us fairly and
with respect. He showed great concern over our living
situations and health in Taiwan. Without his guidence it
is difficult to see my place in Taiwan. | remain eternally
grateful to this man for showing me how to treat
graduate students and how to care for others.
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~ You can have a successful career in Science, academic world. A very important

thing is: Do not be afraid to look like fool. ~ E3Ci¥
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