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July 21, 2014
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I have been in Canada for ~1 month. While I had
hoped my family would be here by now, I am not sure
when they will join me. I miss them very much. Lord
willing, I plan to return to Taiwan August 28.

I am reflecting on both the peace and joy I have 7
being here as well as the sorrow in seeing my mother's
memory failing and my family not sharing in the
blessing. It is not a burden but a blessing to be here; iy T S e
learning to live one day at a time in thankfulness to - [ SRS aig! (Ong time friends)

God. As a Catholic brother (Jim Ready) whose wife recently died of cancer shared: "I have known
Great Love, Great Joy, Great Sorrow and Great Pain in my life". It is true: Love gives great joy, great
sorrow and great pain. Just look at the perfect love of Jesus, crying for Jerusalem (Lk19#41) and then,
"for the joy set before him, enduring the cross" (Hb12#2)

The Physics conference at Sudbury in June was excellent: besides learning about what is happening
in physics in Canada, touring the SnoLab (2km underground), I met some good contacts with new
research ideas and possible collaborations.

Luke writes, "and they left all and followed Jesus" (Luke 5:11) Later is the same chapter he writes:
"and they left all and followed Jesus" (Luke 5:28) This response is expected when I hear the call of
Jesus. Lord help me to leave and cleave, daily. Obedience is required but motivation is key. While one
can obey without love, I don't think it is possible to love and not obey. As I obey, I learn to trust and
love, resulting in further obedience. As Pastor Cooper (Hamilton) preached, faith is relationship:
dynamic not static. The strength to do this comes from the love of God working in us.

About my mother: On June 13 (12 years to the day after the death of my dear father) my mother
was transferred from Oakville Hospital to St. Joseph's Villa (in Dundas, ON) and placed in a "secure,
lock-down" wing for dementia. Last week, her status was reviewed and her thinking clear enough to
allow her to move to a standard LTC bed. She moved last Thursday. Thank God. Unfortunately, unless
God performs a miracle, it is very unlikely she will be ever able to live alone again (although she might
be able to live with a full-time caregiver).

I have been taking her out for walks each day and on the weekends we have been taking her back to
our house -- we enjoy our time together, attending church on both Saturday and Sunday (2 services).
Each time she remarks on how wonderful the preaching is. For example, on Tuesday, my mother was
quite confused -- upset that she was not going to be able to be as involved in church and not sure where
she would eat her supper and not remembering anything and wondering why she can't remember, and
not sure if she wants to move. Wednesday she was excellent and talking about going home with full-
time care. With dementia (not Alzheimer), she seems reasonable sometimes and then other times very
very confused. She often comments: "I forget." "I can't remember anything about the last 6 months."
"My mind is not working correctly." "I want to go home."

I am very proud of my daughter Aien. who is planning on coming to Canada in August to study
high school and to help care for her Grandmother (going to St Joseph's, or where-ever my mother is, to
walk with her in the nearby forest, swim, play piano,talking, and maybe accompanying her to church or
even back to her house in Oakville on the weekend.) I am thankful to Christian brother and friend John
Livingstone who has said she can live with his family.

God's blessings continue. I received funding from Taiwan Science Council for research next year. I
believe the grant was the highest for those getting new project this year in the college. This is God's
blessing as, with my mother's health issues, I did not have time to do a thorough and in-depth proposal.

Finally, may the peace of God fill your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, as his peace has recently
filled my heart... Jonathon




